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Synopsis

In this lyrical, unsentimental, and compelling memoir, the son of a black African father and a white
American mother searches for a workable meaning to his life as a black American. It begins in New
York, where Barack Obama learns that his fatherA¢a -4 «a figure he knows more as a myth than as
a manA¢a -4 has been killed in a car accident. This sudden death inspires an emotional
odysseyA¢a -4 «first to a small town in Kansas, from which he retraces the migration of his
motherA¢a -4,¢s family to Hawaii, and then to Kenya, where he meets the African side of his
family, confronts the bitter truth of his fatherA¢a -4,¢s life, and at last reconciles his divided
inheritance. Pictured in lefthand photograph on cover: Habiba Akumu Hussein and Barack Obama,
Sr. (President Obama’s paternal grandmother and his father as a young boy). Pictured in righthand
photograph on cover: Stanley Dunham and Ann Dunham (President Obama’s maternal grandfather

and his mother as a young girl).
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Customer Reviews

Elected the first black president of the Harvard Law Review, Obama was offered a book contract,
but the intellectual journey he planned to recount became instead this poignant, probing memoir of
an unusual life. Born in 1961 to a white American woman and a black Kenyan student, Obama was
reared in Hawaii by his mother and her parents, his father having left for further study and a return
home to Africa. So Obama’s not-unhappy youth is nevertheless a lonely voyage to racial identity,

tensions in school, struggling with black literature?with one month-long visit when he was 10 from



his commanding father. After college, Obama became a community organizer in Chicago. He slowly
found place and purpose among folks of similar hue but different memory, winning enough small
victories to commit himself to the work?he’s now a civil rights lawyer there. Before going to law
school, he finally visited Kenya; with his father dead, he still confronted obligation and loss, and
found wellsprings of love and attachment. Obama leaves some lingering questions?his mother is
virtually absent?but still has written a resonant book. Photos not seen by PW. Author tour. Copyright

1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Obama argues with himself on almost every page of this lively autobiographical conversation. He
gets you to agree with him, and then he brings in a counternarrative that seems just as convincing.
Son of a white American mother and of a black Kenyan father whom he never knew, Obama grew
up mainly in Hawaii. After college, he worked for three years as a community organizer on
Chicago’s South Side. Then, finally, he went to Kenya, to find the world of his dead father, his
"authentic" self. Will the truth set you free, Obama asks? Or will it disappoint? Both, it seems. His
search for himself as a black American is rooted in the particulars of his daily life; it also reads like a
wry commentary about all of us. He dismisses stereotypes of the "tragic mulatto" and then shows
how much we are all caught between messy contradictions and disparate communities. He
discovers that Kenya has 400 different tribes, each of them with stereotypes of the others. Obama is
candid about racism and poverty and corruption, in Chicago and in Kenya. Yet he does find
community and authenticity, not in any romantic cliche{&#x82;}, but with "honest, decent men and
women who have attainable ambitions and the determination to see them through." Hazel Rochman

--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

It's clear how from Obama’s life how he became such a eloquent, elegant, intellectual, disciplined,
balanced and compassionate man. | am impressed at how fascinating his life has been and by that |
mean before his presidency. | am a big fan of Obama and his family based on what he achieved as
our 44th president but after reading the book | know he earned every bit of his soulful nature. Well
written and enjoyably readable, he is candid about his achievements and failures. His humanness
but yet his extraordinary perseverance make him a fascinating main character. | particularly liked
reading about his family in Africa and the time he spent with them. | have no doubt how formative it
was for him to be a biracial, half African, half midwestern American living his childhood largely with
his grandparents in Oahu having also spent a few of his young years in Indonesia with his mother

and stepfather. This is a treat to read!!!!



Mr. Obama was already a very good writer at this early stage. | can see where - as he says in the
new edition’s introduction - there are some things he would write differently as an older person. This
gave me some important insights into what it was like to straddle many worlds and find his identity.

What a brilliant man!

| read this book years ago but | did not own a copy. | bought it to add to my collection of great books

and other mementos of the Obama era.

Enjoyed the read. Respect the man. Until you know someone’s life....don’t be a hater.

Loved listening to this account of our former President. Thought provoking, honest and moving.

| didn’t think it was all that. Just a typical memoir. At times it was boring

My coworker loves Obama. She loves the books. It arrived in great condition. This was a gift for her
birthday.

A great historical look on his roots. Very interesting.
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